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Foundation
Dinner

21st February was the date for the
ATMA  NSW Division  annual
Foundation Dinner at Curzon Hall and it
turned out to be a popular event with
over 60 members, guests and partners
attending. Pre-dinner drinks were served
before people were seated. A brief
address was given by the ATMA (NSW
Division) Chairman, Mr Wayne Burnes,
before dinner was served and the
entertainment for the night began.

The Comedian, Brian Doyle, was the
star of the show. Brian had been advised
of some of the industry gossip before
hand and used the information to delight
the audience.

The ladies were presented with a small
memento of the night and all who
attended were given one of the new
ATMA coasters.

The dinner was subsidised by the
Association to the tune of $35 per head.

Please note that although the committee
has decided upon the dates for the
Technical Nights this year, we are still
looking for suitable subjects and people
to present at these nights. If any of you
have ideas or suggestions on the subject
of recent technical innovations,
upcoming legislation that could effect
the industry or other areas of interest,
please contact any of your committee
members.

ATMA
Promotional
Items

The Association now has available a
new line of items displaying the logo.
For those of you who attended the
Foundation Dinner, you would have
picked up your souvenir ATMA gold
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The new Ridley AgriProducts feed mill under construction

anodised coaster. These attractive items
are available in boxes of six for the value
price of $14.

We also have limited stocks of the much
sort after ATMA tie, in any colour, so
long as it is blue, for only $10 each.
Please contact the Secretary, Alf
Trumper on (T) 02 9797 3456 or (F) 02
9798 6850 to place your orders for either
items before they are sold out.

Combined
ATMA/SFMA
Conference 1998

Our colleagues in Victoria have been
hard at work planning the 1998
conference. A provisional date of 4 to 6
April 1998 has been set, the venue has
not been set but rumours abound that it
might be the “Crown” so start booking
time at the Gamblers Anonymous clinic!

Ridley’s Latest
Mill

By Malcolm Gresswell

Ridley AgriProducts, a Division of
Ridley Corporation, commissioned a
new Feed Mill at Taree in the latter part
of 1996. The new facility, located on 29
acres of land at Lansdowne,
approximately 20 Km north of Taree
replaces an existing meal production
facility in Pitt Street Taree, which was
purchased by the then Fielder Gillespie
milling group from Manny Valley Dairy
Corporation in the late 1970s. The
original mill was built by Hon. J.W.
(Bill) Kennedy OAM who had moved
from Narromine and subsequently sold
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An aerial view of Ridley’s Taree feed mill just prior to completion

to Permewans during the 1960’s

The new facility has a capacity of 50,000
tonnes per annum with both pellet and
meal manufacturing together with a
facility to manufacture liquid feeds. The
mill was built around the “Friskies Pet
Food” batching and mixing plant which
was purchased ex Brisbane, put into
storage and then relocated and re-erected
at Taree. GPM (Aust) Pty Ltd were
contracted to carry out the installation of
the plant using this equipment together
with a number of machinery items from
the existing Taree operation. It was quiet
a challenge as although the steelwork
was numbered when we took it down it
didn’t go back like a “Meccano set” as
we expected. Alterations had to be made
and pieces had gone “missing”.

The whole plant is computer controlled
with colour graphics and incorporates a

“Genius” batching system, supplied by
Gordyn and Palmer. Grain storage is
“just - in - time” with a 1600 tonne
capacity feeding to a hammer-mill and
rollermill. Pelleting is via a 150 HP
Super Ace press with a wide die and
force feeder. Space above the press has
been allowed to incorporate a future
“Expander”. With very little additional
work the capacity of the plant can be
extended to 100,000 tonnes per annum
by the installation of a second press line.

The initial planning stage of the mill was
draw out due to the planning approval
process in NSW but once commissioned
it has met all EPA requirements and met
all capacity and quality expectations.

The mid North Coast of NSW did not
have a feed mill incorporating a pellet
mill and all pelleted feed was transported
into the area from Tamworth, Sydney

and Lismore. This facility consolidates
Ridley AgriProducts position as the
major stockfeed manufacturer on the
Mid North Coast and allows the NSW
Dairy industry to be competitive with
other areas of Australia.

The First
Millwright In
Australia

Research by Tony Burgess

Nathaniel Lucas was born about 1764,
and in 1787 was convicted of theft in
England, transported to Australia on
the vessel “ Scarborough” in the First
Fleet; arriving in Sydney Cove on 26
January 1788. It is believed by his
ancestors that being a Master
Carpenter, he was “needed” to help
establish the colony, so goods were
planted in his lodgings and he was
convicted of theft.

He was transferred to Norfolk island,
arriving in HMS Supply on 6th March
1788, with 14 other convicts, including
his future wife. On 5th November
1790, he ‘officially’ married Olivia
Gascoigne, believed to have been born
in Droitwich Worcestershire in about
1760; she was also a ‘First Fleeter”
arriving on the vessel ‘Penrhyn’.
(Olivia had been sentenced to death on
5th  March 1785, for ‘gunpoint
robbery’, but later commuted to seven
years transportation.) They had a total
of 11 children.

On Norfolk Island, Nathaniel
prospered, eventually farming seventy
five acres in his spare time; as well as
supervising the construction of many
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of the first buildings on that island.

In 1795, Nathaniel constructed an
overshot water-mill on Norfolk Island
for a fee of three ewe sheep, the mill
having a capacity to grind and dress
eighteen bushels of flour in a day.

In 1804, Governor King invited
Nathaniel to return to Sydney, it is here
that there are records of him
constructing Flour Mills.

Nathaniel Lucas was instructed to erect
a windmill for the Government on a
sitt on Church Hill (approximately
where the toll gates for the Sydney
Harbour Bridge now stand.); and on
completion of that he could erect
another mill for himself in the
Government Domain (approximately
where the Shakespeare Memorial
stands near the State Library of New
South Wales.)

These two  windmills  were
prefabricated in Norfolk Island and
shipped to Sydney on HMS
Investigator.

It is stated that these two mills of the
unusual post type, which had never
been built in the colony before. The
upper unit, holding the propellers
rotated on a post with their direction
being determined by sails placed like
rudders. Previous mills had generally
by mechanical means after calculating
the best position according to the wind.
Mill stones were manufactured in
Norfolk Island, and stated to be
‘superior in point of durability to any
that can be produced here’.

The Sydney Gazette of 23rd June 1805,
stated that “An excellent post-mill the
first that has been erected in the
settlement is now completed by Mr.

Nothing is left of the windmill once sited at what is now Shakespeare’s Place

Nathaniel Lucas behind Black Row
East. It was undertaken and finished
within the space of six weeks, and has
been several weeks at work. It is found
capable of grinding six bushels per
hour, which was, last week,
accomplished for twelve hours
successively.”

The Sydney Gazette of 16th February
1806, states that “The frame of an
octagon smock mill was last week
erected by Mr. Nathaniel Lucas, for the
use of the Government, near the
Esplanade of Fort Phillip. The height
of the frame is 40 feet, and the diameter
of the base, from opposite angles, 22
feet. It is to work two pair of mill
stones, which are the best that could be
procured at Norfolk Island, and every
possible attention has been bestowed in
its formation to the leading objects, real
use and durability”.

Nathaniel’s return to Sydney was due
to the death of the Colony’s

Superintendent of Carpenters, James
Blood worth; assuming that position.
After 1805, the Lucas family lived in
Sydney, having a house next door to
John Macarthur. (Now 1, York Street)
and they operated the “Government
Mill”; and at some time leased the
Domain mill to Henry Kable, after
which this mill was known as Kable’s
Post Mill. This mill was advertised for
auction in the Sydney Gazette on Sth
April 1807, and again on 17th August
1811.

Nathaniel and his sons constructed a
number of windmills elsewhere in New
South Wales, as well as numerous other
timber buildings. Some of these being:
At Harris Creek, near Liverpool built
1822, by John Lucas ( born 1796, son of
Nathaniel.) (his first flour mill). In
1824 the capacity if this mill was stated
as one thousand bushels of grain
weekly. At Woronora built 1825, at the
head of tidal waters, sufficient to grind
one thousand bushels weekly.
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Wheat for this mill was at that time
being grown at the ‘Five Islands”, and
transported in shallow drift boats into
which would have been levied at
Sydney Cove. This mill was burnt
down late in the 1830’s, and was
uneconomical to rebuild because by
that time a Customs Officer was then
stationed at Botany Bay. Today Lucas
Heights is named after John and his
mill. The mill estate was offered for
auction on 14th march 1843, but failed
to sell and was abandoned. John Kucas
had been given the name of John the
Miller.

The Harris Creek water mill had been
built in six months, and was the first
mill constructed after the arrival of
Governor  Brisbane; who gave
permission for the mill to be called
Brisbane Mill. Additional water was
supplied from a reservoir close to the
mill, approximately 150 acres in area.

In 1812, a son William, married Sarah
Squire at Ryde, the daughter of a
brewer. And in 1816 they moved to
Van Diemen’s Land, securing a one
hundred acre grant near Launceston;
especially to grow hops, wheat and
barley. The wheat and barley was
shipped to Sydney aboard ships owned
by Robert Campbell and John Palmer,
and ground in Nathaniel’s mill, with the
barley going to the Squire Brewery.
Another brewery having a similar
arrangement was owned by the Hodgett
family.

Nathaniel Lucas, fell into the Georges
River and was drowned in April 1818.
Olivia still owned the farm in Liverpool
just before she died in 1830.

A fair amount of information has
survived about the Lucas family, surely
our First Millwrights.

The Bartter
Enterprises

St01;7y
By Len Thomson

Bartter Enterprises is a privately
owned, fully integrated poultry
company and is the third largest
producer of fresh and frozen chicken
products and the largest producer of
table eggs and pasteurised liquid egg in
Australia.

Strategically located at Hanwood near
Griffith in the heart of the Riverina, a
region that has earnt the title of
“Australia’s Food Bowl”, access to the
major customer base allows fresh
chicken to be delivered daily. Bartter
Enterprises today employs over 1,400
people locally and in our various
depots.  The Hanwood complex
includes administration, engineering
and support facilities, feedmill,
processing plant and protein recovery
plant and 60 place day care centre for
employees’ pre-school children. All
broiler farms are located within a 10
km radius of these facilities.

The business started from a hobby
project run by Peter Bartter who was
joined by his brother David and
together grew Bartter Enterprises into
the vibrant family business it is today.
It is a vertically integrated enterprise
that operates a breeding complex,
hatchery, growing farms, laying farms,
feedmill and processing plant together
with a 700 sow piggery. A distribution
network has facilities in Melbourne,
Canberra, Albury, Wagga Wagga and
Sydney.

This total integration is the most
significant ~ feature of  Bartter
Enterprises.  Facilities are designed,
engineered and installed by Bartter
team members and it is this self
sufficiency in all facets of the business
that leads to total quality control and
product excellence. This high degree
of integration is unique not only in
Australia but also the world.

The first feedmill was a small,
manually operated, low output mill
producing feed for the laying flocks at
Hanwood and Canberra. Peter and
David Bartter saw that milling their
own feed was central to any future
expansion, so some 23 years ago
commissioned Henry Simon Australia
to build a 25 tph feedmill. This mill
was capable of producing both mash
and pelleted feed and the batching
system was operated by a Howe
Richardson Select-O-Weigh punch
card. The batching system was
upgraded in 1989 with a Chronos
Richardson SOW 450M and the plant
output increased to 40 tph.

Continued growth of the enterprise
again brought about a need to increase
the capacity of the feedmill as the
ability to produce feed was a major
consideration for future growth. In
1992 a “staged” re-model and
expansion of the feedmill was
undertaken. This included a new large
capacity, high efficiency mixer, a
complete 40 tph pelleting line,
additional grain bins, a 400 hp
hammermill and additional batching
bins. The design, a great deal of the
fabrication and the installation was all
carried out by Bartter personnel.

As part of this upgrade the decision
was taken to make the “quantum leap”
to a fully computerised control system.
This system controls raw material
receival, grain transfer, grinding,
batching and distribution together with
automatic pellet mill control. Gordyn

i =
LA,
s

1

B e e

HARTTER
‘.._
o
(N

Barrters Hanwood feedmill
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& Palmer Pty. Ltd. were commissioned
to design the electrics and supply and
commission the computer control
system.

The first stage of this project was
completed and commissioned in 1994
and the complete expansion will be
completed over the next few years. As
with all the Bartter production
facilities, planned growth has been
built into the feedmill thus the new mill
will meet the expanding needs of the
enterprise well into the next century.

Weston
Milling’s New
Mill

by the Staff Reporter

On 1st November 1996 Weston
Milling’s “State of the Art * Flour Mill
was opened by the Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr Tim Fisher at Enfield.
The 26 million dollar mill has taken
36 months from planning stages
through to the opening and is
considered the most technologically
advanced in Australia and one of the
highest ranked in the world.. The new
mill is sited next door to the original
60 year old NB Love mill who’s
capacity (11 TPH) , and that of the
Edwin Davis mill in Pyrmont (3.5
TPH), is taken up by the new plant (24
TPH). Weston’s mill at Gulgong in
NSW has a capacity of 6 TPH.

Swiss milling technology, a high
humidity = pneumatic  conveying
system provide the mill the ability to
produce a more consistent flour
quality. A lot of time has been put in
to the design of the plant to ensure that

all the equipment is readily and easily
accessible for maintenance purposes
whilst remaining appealing to the eye.

The Weston Milling Engineering team
had to over come many hurdles
including the building of half the mill
over the rail siding so as to increase
the available area. New Flour Sills
and Bulk Outloading facilities were
also located on the same site and
extensive modifications to the original
site traffic flow have been made.

Sited within the new mill foyer is a
“mini museum” that displays some of
the memorabilia from the flour
milling industry of NSW. A renovated
roller mill from Mudgee Milling
Company (see photo) stands on one
wall and a cast iron elevator boot,
amongst other items from the old
Edwin Davies site in Pyrmont, on an
other.

Visions Of
Victam -
Bangkok
November 1996

By Len Brown

When I was first asked if I would like
to visit Thailand and attend the Victam
Asia Feed and Industries Show to be
conducted in Bangkok in November, I
was very excited at the prospect.
Most people associated with the Feed
Industry know that the Victam
exhibitions are always worth the visit
to see what equipment is around. I
had spent some time in other parts of
Asia but had not been to Thailand
before, so I decided to make the trip a
combination holiday and business
trip. My wife and I then set about
planning a tourist /holiday week, prior
to the formalities of Victam.
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SATAKE AUSTRALIA
APPOINTMENT

AUSTRALIA:
PH: (02) 9774 1155
FAX: (02) 9774 1248
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PET FOOD AND STOCKFEED INDUSTRIES

NEW ZEALAND
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ABP
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* ABP Engineering Services *
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installation of Bulk Materials Handling equipment for
the Flour/Feed Milling Industries

Tel: (02) 9773 0775
Fax: (02) 9773 4693
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