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Fantastic View from the Foundation Dinner venue back over Sydney

Foundation
Dinner

The Foundation dinner was this year
held at Tooronga Zoo Function Centre
and was well attended by 95 members
and their guests. The centre offers a
great view back to the south side of the
harbour and the city itself.

Following an excellent dinner an short
address was given by the association’s
president, Mr Wayne Burnes, then the
serious business of catching up with old
friends could begin. A DJ provided the
entertainment and a draw for lucky door
prizes was held.

The function was fully booked and we
had to turn some members away, this
goes to highlight the advantage of early
booking for any ATMA function to
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ensure that not only do you get ensured
a place but that the committee can
efficiently plan for the night.

New Committee
Members

There have been some recent changes in
the composition of the committee. The
following members have resigned: Eric
Schuller, Ray Moss, Gary Douglas the
committee thanks them for their time
and dedication and wishes them well for
the future

Craig Gough of Weston Milling, Pat
Walsh of GPM and Sheldon Harland of
Defiance Milling joined the committee,
we wish them all the best in their new
positions.

Young
Achievers
Award

Due to a initial poor response to the
1998 Young Achieves Award the
Committee has decided to extend the
deadline for the submission of
applications to the last day of February
1998.

We remind you that the award is open to
all members of the milling industry and
is not restricted to one particular area.

FMCA Awards

The Flour Millers Council Awards were
announced a short while ago. The TM
Fullerton Award for the highest placing
in the City and Guilds of London Flour
Milling Advanced Certificate is to be
awarded to Graeme Schultz of Bunge
(Aust) Pty Ltd of Aubury.

Some of the members and their guests at the well attended dinner
(more photos on the internet site)
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The Colin Taylor Award for the
highest placing in the City and Guilds
of London Flour Milling Operative
Certificate is to be awarded to
Vincent Henry of Goodman Fielder
Mills of Fremantle.

Congratulations to the two winners,
the awards will be presented at the
biennial conference.

First Technical
Function

The date for the first technical
function of this year is 22nd April,
again in the Elizabeth Room at the
Palms Hotel, 167 Hume Highway,
Chullora starting at 5:30pm for the
presentations and dinner ($35 per
head) at 7:30pm.

The speakers for the night will be
Bruce Cowled of GPM who will
present a paper entitled Multi Roll
Grinding System” and at the time of
printing the second speaker was
being finalised.

National Grind

It was reported in last months
newsletter that the Queensland &
Victorian divisions of the ATMA
were to combined resources with the
ATMA (NSW) in order to publish a

national newsletter. Unfortunately
we regret to announce that that the
ATMA (NSW Division) found this
unattainable due to a lack of
commitment (i.e. articles for the
newsletter) from the other divisions.
We had no alternative but to
continue with the newsletter with
content that is of interest to our
NSW members.

There were some items that were
received by the Editor from
individual committee members and
we are grateful for these. The
articles will appear in this and the
next edition of the newsletter.

The NSW edition of the newsletter
is how ever available through
subscription and the cost of this is
A$10 per year in Australia and $20
overseas. To take advantage of this
offer please contact the NSW
secretary.

Conference
Update

This is the last update before the
conference, there have been some
minor changes to the program and
these are fully explained in the
information pack. Interest is very
high and booking for the conference
are very strong.

We look forward to seeing you at
“Jeff’s shed”!

The Thomas
Robinson Story
- Part Two

Records of the 1880’s showed that
production used over 2,000 tons of
iron, and over 2,500 tons of coal, per
annum. Only the railway could have
moved such tonnage.

In 1881 the company purchased the
“Railway Works Coffee Tavern” for
use as a works canteen, and a
number of historians have stated that
this was one of the first industrial
canteens, if not the first, in the north
of England.

On 6th December 1882, Charles
John Robinson was appointed a
Director, and served on the Board
for an amazing 60 years of progress.

A few years prior to 1880, a great
change in the process of milling
grain had taken place by the
introduction of Roller Mills and the
“gradual reduction system”, and the
necessary new machinery had to be
imported into England from
Hungary and U.S.A. A great deal of
capital was leaving the country to
purchase the new technology. A
handful of mills in England and
Scotland had imported roller mills
in the period after 1840, but in
countries such as France, Hungary
and Austria, they were leading the
way. The repeal of the Corn Laws in
England, had broken the tariff
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Bobinson Three Pair High roller mill

barrier, and large quantities of better
quality flour was being imported,
again money was leaving the
country. In January 1877, only one
mill had adopted the roller system,
just over a year later some 350 mills
had made the dramatic change. A
complete exhibition of milling
machinery in London in 188]I
clinched the matter once and for all,
as far as the superiority of roller
milling was concerned.

In 1882, a consignment of the “new”
flour milling machinery arrived in
England in a badly damaged
condition. Robinsons were engaged
to effect the necessary repairs,
which was completed to the
satisfaction of the miller. The
success of this chance opportunity,
led to other similar work in the Flour
milling industry, and by 1883 they
had commenced manufacture of

flour milling machines to their own
designs, and created two divisions
of the company, Flour milling and
Wood working.

Robinsons started as flour milling
machinery engineers with several
advantages; in that the already had
suitable pattern shops and foundries,
an established reputation in both
woodworking and in engineering.
And that because much timber was
then used in the construction of a
flourmill, they could manufacture
the necessary wood working
machines at a much lower cost.
These advantages were still
applicable over sixty years later. The
two divisions of Robinsons, soon
established their own, Drawing
office, Machine shops and erection
bays.

One of the first orders for flour

milling machinery was obtained in
July 1883, from the Rochdale Co-
operative Corn Mill, originally built
in 1855, and further equipment
supplied in 1884, By this time,
Robinsons were able to announce
that they could equip a mill with
their own make of machinery
throughout.

J.S. Robinson died in July 1892 and
in May 1893, Thomas Neil
Robinson, a member of the Institute
of Mechanical Engineers, became
chairman, and Charles J. Robinson
and Arthur M. Robinson as
directors.

In 1892 the board of directors
authorised a branch factory to be
established in Sydney, then recorded
in the minutes as being in the
“Colony of New South Wales™. It is
believed this factory was in the
suburb of Alexandria, with only
offices in Sussex Street at that time.

An article in the “Milling” magazine
of 1893, states: As builders of
modern Flour Mills, Messers
Thomas Robinson and Sons occupy
a foremost position. Since the date
of their earliest mills they have been
gradually improving their system,
their machines and their methods of
erection. In their earliest mills they
were noted for the perfection of
finish displayed in their machines,
and exceeding neatness and
compactness of erection .. unlike
many of their competitors, Messers
Robinsons have many specialities in
wheat cleaning machines. They are
perhaps the only English engineers
who can turn out an entire wheat-
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cleaning plant of their own
manufacture”. The same article also
states that the Company employed
1,200 men.

Of the five sons, of the third
generation, James Salkeld was
Chairman from 1880 until his death
in 1892. Philip Henry died in 1883,
Arthur Maurice died in 1902, and
Thomas Nield who became
Chairman in 1892, continued until
his death in 1909. In 1909, Charles
J. Robinson succeeded as Chairman
and continued until his death in
1937. J.C. Robinson became
Chairman in 1938.

Many awards were obtained at
International Trade Exhibitions, and
some of the early achievements
were:

Gold Medals at Paris in 1878 and in
Melbourne in 1880, and many First

Company stayed in Sussex Street for
the next eighty years. At that time,
Sussex Street was in the heart of the
commercial area of Sydney, being
close to the wharf, shipping agents
offices, customs and excise, dealers
in wheat, and many of the then
Sydney mills.

Some years ago a copy of a
quotation written in Sydney in 1887,
was found in the old records of a
mill in the south island of New
Zealand. From memory for the total
sum of just over 2,000 pounds a
complete 5 sack Roller Milling
Plant, with most non timber
accessories, was quoted landed New
Zealand port.

The new century opens with the
board of directors being, Thomas
Neild Robinson as chairman and
Charles J. Robinson and Arthur M.
Robinson. C.J. Robinson became

Prize Medals, including, London

The Combined Milling Separator and

1862, Paris 1867, Vienna 1873, and
Sydney 1879-1880.

By the early 1880’s, Thomas
Robinson & Son had offices in the
following places: Two in the
commercial centre of London, at
145 Cannon Street and 20 Mark
Lane, in Paris at 173 Rue St
Honoree, and in Sydney in Mears
Chambers, corner of Pitt and King
Streets.

The Sydney office had moved by
1887, to 280 Sussex Street, and the

Scourer Type HZm,
available in the early 1900’s.

chairman in 1909,
and continued until
1937, and dying in
1942. In 1938, the
Centenary Year, J.C.
Robinson was
chairman, and the
directors were; J.
Tweedale, L.M.
Robinson, F.B.
Robinson, C.S.
Robinson, L. Smith
and J.S. Clapham as
secretary.

The Wood working
division continues
to prosper with a
gradual increase of
machine  speeds,
partly due to the
ingenuity of the
designers and partly
due to improved metallurgical
techniques, enabling the
development of high speed cutters,
and their safe use.

The Flour Milling industry was
demanding automation and
increases in capacity and the
challenge, was successfully met by
Thomas Robinson of Rochdale.
Orders for new mills and remodels
increasing during this period, except
for the interruption of two World
Wars, allowing many “developing”
nations to become producers of

flour for the first time.

The development of flour milling
machines cannot be effectively
covered in what is basically only a
historical article. However, it must
be remembered that most Robinson
machines were of their own design,
and not designs by others, “made
under license”.  However, the
development of the Robinson Koh-i-
noor Purifier, now virtually
forgotten, was a major contribution
to quality flour production.

The period 1900 @ 1914, was a
period of great prosperity for the
company, and included a
considerable amount of business
obtained from Russia. For a few
years, an office was established in
Odessa, generally selling rollermills
for grinding rye. It is interesting to
record that many of these mills were
fitted with a device, which rang a
very loud bell and parted the rolls
when the hopper above the machine
became empty. As such most mills
with this feature were installed on
farms, allowing the farmer to attend
to other duties instead of watching
the machine continuously.

In 1903 the packing room was
extended up to the roller mill shop,
and in 1903 Robinsons joined the

Engineering Employers
Association.
Sometime before 1914, the

manufacture of steam engines was
abandoned, as the demand was
lessening with application of
electricity for industrial purposes.
The Works was lit by electricity
from 1898, and by 1914 Robinsons
had become a very large user, only
surpassed by the Corporation
Tramways demands. It had been
estimated that a saving of 25%
would be achieved by changing
from steam to electric power.

Under the direction of Charles J.
Robinson, who had been appointed
chairman in 1909, the company
made further considerable advances
in the expansion of overseas trade,
and accordingly erected new
buildings in Fishwick Street in
1909. In 1913 the general office
was extended over the old boiler
shop area. In 1916 the bond room
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Bunge Ballarat Mill

was built, followed in 1917 by the
bar room and the turret room. Also
in 1917 the branch works was
purchased. Thus the overall size of
the factory was established at this
time, with few external changes over
the 50 years.

World War I, was inevitably a
temporary setback from the previous
hectic decades, and in 1915 the
works was declared a controlled
establishment. Production of war
materials included, hand grenades,
bombs up to 112 Ib., 8 inch high
explosive shells, parts for anti-
aircraft guns, control gear for 6 inch
guns, mine sinkers, mine firing
mechanism and gear cases for the
latest invention, “Tanks”. Because
of the quality of men and
equipment, and the large foundry,
they also produced were heavy
machine tools, such as milling

machines, lathes with 12 inch
centres, gun boring lathes over 23
feet long, cast lathe beds for other
engineering establishments. The
Wood working department worked
day and night producing timber
ammunition boxes. The Works was
decontrolled in 1919.

Part 3 of this article will continue in
the next edition of “The Grind”.

Tony is looking for help on the
compilation of the Australian
history of Thomas Robinson. Any
memories, pictures, information etc
would be gratefully received. Tony
can be contacted on
ware @bigpond.com.au or via the
Editor, contact details at the end of
the newsletter.

Bunge Ballarat -
A Brief History

One of the articles for the not to be
Nation edition of the Grind was by
Stephen Killer, our grateful thanks
go to him.

Bunge Ballarat Mills is part of
Bunge Defiance Pty. Ltd., a diverse
cereal based manufacturer
throughout Australia. The parent
company, Bunge International Ltd.
Is one of the largest privately owned
companies in the world, with the
head quarters located in Sao Paulo,
Brazil.

In relation to the Ballarat Mill,
Bunge purchased the original plant
from Mr Harry Davies in 1946, and
had a capacity of 1.37 tonnes per
hour. With the diversification into
bakeries around regional Victoria
(Sunicrust), the flour mill was
remodelled during the early 1950’s
to 5 tonne / hour. This was followed
by the introduction of the Fidelity
Feeds stockfeed plant on site, to
accommodate the avenues of “added
value” relating to mill mix.

During the early 1973, the flour mill
was again expanded to 9 tonne /
hour, to accommodate the ongoing
Sunicrust  Bakeries  expansion
throughout Victoria, together with
Bunge’s free trade growth.

Due to lack of integration, the
stockfeed plant ceased operation in
the early 1980’s.

PTY. LTD.
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