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Combined
Conference

As reported in previous issues,
the 1998 SFMA and ATMA
combined conference was held at
Crown Hotel on the banks of the
River Yarra in Melbourne. As in
the past it is an opportunity for
delegates not only to catch up
with the latest technical trends
via the many papers presented
but also to network and catch up
with old friends.

Nine international speakers from
USA, Netherlands, New Zealand,
and Singapore were
complemented by seventeen
Australian speakers.

There was a trade show of 27
different industry suppliers, all
stands were very professionally
presented and contained many
items of equipment and
interesting displays. Time was
allocated in between speakers for
the delegates to browse the
stands and to catch up with
colleagues.

The whole conference was made
possible due, in part, due to 29
company sponsors who took up
various commitments whether
they be gold, silver, bronze
or as directed sponsors.
The Conference Committee
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gratefully acknowledges the very
generous support of these
companies and also those
companies and individuals who
contributed in a less visible way
with donations of time and
resources.

Jack Walsh of GPM, the major
sponsor of the dinner, opened the
formal proceedings of the night
before various industry awards
were presented (see following
articles) by Wayne Burnes (NSW
Chairman).

At the close of the formal section
of the night we were entertained
by Elvis Prestley (who looks to
be alive and well in Melbourne)
singing some of his past hits.
The dinner was attended by
around 380 people - a record for
this event.

Congratulations  to  the
Melbourne subcommittee for a
conference well organised and
well attended. Lets hope the
banana benders can better this in
two years time!
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Young
Achievers
Award - Flour
Milling

This award 1s presented every
two years to a young person
engaged in a technical capacity
in the Cereal Milling or related
industry within Australia, and
who has demonstrated their
achievement and ability to
further their contribution to that
industry. Wayne Burnes, ATMA

President, presented this award at
the dinner.

The award provides for a funded
two week personalised overseas
study tour into a relevant aspect
of the milling industry. This will
allow he opportunity to gain
international exposure and access
to technical knowledge of
specific interests.

The award for 1998 was
presented at the recent Biennial
Conference in Melbourne, to
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The exhibition area of the Combined Conference
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Sheldon Harland, Production
Manager, Bunge Defiance Mills,
Homebush, Sydney. Prior to
moving to Sydney, Sheldon had
be employed by Defiance
Milling Company for eleven
years, gaining practical
experience at their Toowoomba,
Warwick, Rockhampton and
Albion (Brisbane) Mills.

Sheldon will be compiling a
report on the trip and will be
presenting this to the committee
upon his return. The report will
then be published in the
newsletter and on the web site.

Young
Achievers
Award - Feed
Milling

This award is presented every
two years to a young person
engaged in a technical capacity
in the Feed Milling or related
industry within Australia, and
who has demonstrated their
achievement and ability to
further their contribution to that
industry. Tony Klug, SFMAA

President, presented this award at
the dinner.

The award is very similar to the
flour milling version and again
the winner will be off on an

overseas trip to gain additional
experience. The award was
presented to lan Fairbairn of
Ridley AgriProducts in
Toowoomba, QLD. Ian has been
involved in the project
management, construction
supervision and commissioning
of a fully automated feed mill in
North  Queensland and is
currently working on the
provision of an expander and
second press line at an existing
Ridley mill.

Prior to Ridley, lan worked for
Oakley Holding’s Wyalla Feedlot
in Texas as Mill Production
Manager and was involved in
production planning, planned
maintenance and quality

assurance.

FMCA Awards

The T.M. Fullerton Award, for
the highest place getter in the
City & Guilds Advanced
Certificate, presented to Graeme
Schulz, of Bunge Australia.
Graeme is the Production
Supervisor at the Albury Flour
Mill, and has spent the past five
years in the rye mill, grain
procurement, and production
areas.

The Colin Taylor
Commemorative Award, for the
highest place getter in the City &
Guilds Operatives Certificate,
presented to Vince Henry, of
Goodman Fielder Mills. Vince is
a Mill Operative in the North
Fremantle Flour Mill and has
been with the company for two
years.

Young Acheivers - Ian Fairbairn and Sheldon Harlan
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Design, Supply and Installation of:
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Both these awards provide
funding to attend milling study
programs at BRI Australia in
Sydney.

First Technical

Function
The Second Technical Night was

opened by Bruce Cowled’s
presentation on Roller mill
technology in Feed milling.

Bruce’s paper took as its starting
point the historical antecedents
of the roller mill from late last
century, through to the current
methodology in grain grinding,
with specific reference to
multiple stand roller mills and

Elvis is alive and well - he performed at the conference dinner

the design concepts and technical
functions built in to the latest
models. Among the innovations
found on these machines are
automatic gap sensors, PLC
controls, and air-assisted heavy
particle separation for stone
removal, with in-built magnetic
protection.

Further to the review of
technology improvements, Bruce
juxtaposed the relative
performance of the roller mill
with that of a Hammermill.
Again, reference to the changes
in hammermill technology and
the current design  were
investigated. In a comparative
analysis drawn from studies
undertaken by Sprout-Matador of
Denmark, the relative

efficiencies of the two types of
machines for various grinding
requirements were compared.

The results of the study
demonstrated that because of the
vagaries of milling conditions
around the world, subjective
assessments are difficult to
avoid. However, due to the
empirical nature of the data, it is
possible to utilise the
information, with due regard to
local conditions, such as
availability of different raw
materials and power costs, to
define the most efficient and
cost-effective process for the
milling of particular products
and/or specifications.

James Price of the Australian
Wheat Board, was invited to
address the meeting on the
subject of the current situation in
the world wheat market, in light
of the changes in market
conditions following the
dramatic contraction of several
South East Asian economies.

James opened his presentation
with an insight into the
ramifications of the
corporatisation of the AWB.
Outlining the likely changes in
the AWB'’s infrastructure and the
grain trading mechanism, he
drew a time line for the
implementation of the changes
leading up to the eventual listing

GPM (AUST) PTY LIMITED

CEREAL MILLING & MILLING MATERIALS HANDLING
Australian & New Zealand Agents for-

SPROUT MATADOR

Feed Milling Equipment

&
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Flour Milling Equipment

Proudly associated with Australian Milling Industry for over 30years

ATMA Member since 1962
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(030 97753181
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Fax: (02) 9564 0911
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Date & Batch coding of paper & plastic retail packs
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Fax: (02) 9894 8235
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of the AWB on the Australian
stock market.

The Asian Crisis has not led to
an exodus of orders for
Australian Grains, although there
is a definite shift in the terms of
trade towards extended credit
periods in the wake of the
massive currency devaluations
seen in Thailand, The
Philippines, Korea, and
Indonesia. The latter two markets
represent two of the largest
Wheat export markets for
Australia.

Alleviating some of the pressure
from these markets has been
renewed interest from the Middle
East, where Australian product
has picked up in export volume.

Michael Walsh added a local
perspective to the synopsis,
giving an equally comprehensive
and knowledgeable account of
grain conditions for the coming
season, likely price points, and
trends in alternative farm product
output.

Once again the Committee offers
its sincere thanks to the
presenters for their time and
efforts, for what were again very
interesting and informative
presentations.

If the readership has any ideas
for subjects for technical nights
or factory visits, please contact
on of the committee members -
we would be most receptive.

BulkEx 98 -

Melbourne

At the Melbourne Exhibition
Centre in March this year an
exhibition was held entitled
Bulkex ‘98. This exhibition is
the first exhibition dedicated to
bulk handling of free flowing
solids that covers a wide range of
disciplines. There were over 120
exhibitors at the show and,

generally speaking the quality of
the stands and of the equipment
at those stands was very high.
The organisation was run very
well with a minimum of queuing
to get in/registered, not over
crowded and acceptable catering.

There was also a range of
technical seminars being held in
conjunction with the exhibition.
The papers presented covered a
wide range of subjects and the
feed back from those who went
was the they were very
interesting. The entrance to the
exhibition was free of charge but
three days of technical seminars
was $190.

The exhibition was put together
by the same company that
publishes  Australian  Bulk
Handling Review - Exhibitions
Pty Ltd. According to Brian
McCormack, publisher of ABH
Review, interest in the show was
“tremendous” both locally and
overseas. The next show will be
held in the new Sydney
Showgrounds in June next year,
full details in the millers diary.

From a milling perspective our
membership would find it very
interesting, most of the major
milling engineers were there with
a range of their wares.
Obviously the target market for
this equipment is very broad but
it gives us all the opportunity to
“think outside of the square”.

Thomas
Robinson Story
- Final Part

Tony covers the period from the
end of WWI until the late 1980’s
in his final instalment.

In 1920, L.M. Robinson was
appointed to the board, and in
April 1922, J. Cuthbert Robinson
became a director. Both these

gentlemen were still serving the
company during in 1964.

In May 1922, a quotation was
sought for shares on the
Manchester Stock Exchange and
the company’s articles were
amended accordingly.

During the 1930s the Flour
milling Division extended its
activities to offer machinery to
the Malting Industry, however
this was curtailed due to staff
shortages in World War II.

World War II, which started in
1939, saw a return to munitions,
and maintaining and replacing
war damaged milling machines,
also a new product Grain Silos.
Robinsons were directed to
provide designs and equipment
for the construction of the
National Grain Silos project.
This project provided for more
and decentralised wheat storage
in order to keep ‘bread on the
table’ while major mills and silos
were being repaired after bomb
damage, and at times of short
supply due to shipping losses.

After 1945, Robinsons returned
to their traditional production
with a very high demand
assisting in the rebuilding of
Flour mills in those many
countries of the world, which had
suffered badly during the war.
Woodworking machine demand
was also very high, and
continued that way until the early
1980’s, when new concepts in
moulding machines changed the
market drastically.

It was during this early post-war
period, that a research and
Development was started, the
results of which were to bear fruit
in the following years, when new
techniques and  improved
machine designs went into
production.
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diversification, but it
appears that designs had
been purchased or there
was some type of
manufacture under
license agreement. This
new range of machines
did receive the familiar
XXm machine type
designations, and
leaflets were produced.

It was Robinsons policy
over most of its
existence to
manufacture as much as

An Early Robinson wheat scale

A new development, during this
period, was to offer clients a
‘complete service’ not only in
designing, equipping, erection
and commissioning of an entire
Flour mill. This ‘complete
service’ included carrying out
site surveys, assessing the
economies of a proposed
enterprise in an overseas
territory, taking responsibility for
the design of buildings and
power units, staffing, advice on
purchasing of raw materials and
selling finished products.

There was a brief period, when
Robinsons started to produce
machines for the Stock Feed

Milling industry. Little
information seems to have
survived about this

possible in the Works,
and this was possible with the
timber processing machines
available and the large foundry,
and as such this policy controlled
much of the machine design. It
was often said that they almost
made every nut and bolt. In
addition, Rochdale had a large
Publications  and  Printing

department, which produced
almost all of the company’s
requirements including
brochures, the  “Robinson

Review” magazine, and much
more including, internal forms
and office stationery

In 1960, the Drawing Office
caught fire and a tremendous
amount of records lost.
However, a number of retired
employees returned to the
drawing board and reproduced

hundreds of drawings, often
largely from memory. In
addition, staff visited clients and
obtained also a large quantity of
drawings that were then copied.
The overall loss, due this fire,
thus had very little effect on the
progress of the company. Just
prior to the fire, the Research and
Development Department had
been extended, including the
construction of a test tower, and
therefore temporary
accommodation was found for
Drawing Office staff.

The adoption and techniques of

pneumatic handing of granular
products also became a standard
feature of new mills and
remodels alike. A further
development during this period
was to the supply and installation
of bulk flour storage and
handling at bakeries, to replace
the handling of flour in sacks or
bags, and to  minimise
contamination of the finished
products. An experimental flour
storage silo was designed and
constructed of glass fibre, at
Robinsons. However, this did not
reach the production stage
because it is a labour intensive
process, as well as the risk of
contamination from glass fibres
after a period of service.

The 1950’s saw the
modernisation of the complete

PTY. LTD.

SATAKE AUSTRALIA
MITAK ROLLS

* Longer flute life

* Less roll changing

AUSTRALIA:
PH: (02) 9774 1155
FAX: (02) 9774 1248

Manufacturers of spiral flighting for the Australian

SPIRAL
FLIGHTING
SUPPLIES

TWICE THE LIFE

* More regrind/reflutes achieved

* Reduced production cost

market.
From 3mm to 6mm thickness and up to 175mm strip
width in R.H. and L.H.
Mounting services, tube and “U” trough conveyor
systems available.

Chillingworks Road
YOUNG NSW 25%

NEW ZEALAND
PH: (03) 3852 369

FAX: (03) 3852 341 Ph. 0263827550

Fax. 02 63 827990
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