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18th AGM and
Technical Meeting

The 18th AGM and Technical
Meeting was held at the Palms
Hotel in Chullora on 12 August.

This year our annual Students
factory visit was to the Fairfax
Printers Pty. Ltd. the newspaper
production unit at Chullora, a
purpose built high tech facility.
Some 35 members and students
attended, which included a very
high Weston Milling contingent,
three committee members and it
was good to see life member Jack
Brose (he never looks any older).

Following and introductory talk,
we were split into four groups each
with a guide, and toured the main
observation areas of this most
impressive plant and the tour lasted
just over one hour.

The Chullora unit is production
only, all other sections of the
company including journalists, and
the editors’ etc. being located in the
Sydney C.B.D All text and
photographs are sent to Chullora by
high quality data line to an office
who organise printing plate
production. The printing plates are
aluminium, and for the coloured
pages a separate plate is produced
for each colour, total four.
Completed plates are placed into a
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box and automatically transferred
by monorail to the Presses area.
Presses are mounted on very
substantial ~ foundations, and
operation is controlled from outside
the Presses area. Completed
newspapers travel from the Presses
via a monorail to the automatic
storage area, and there is a
sampling facility available to the
staff controlling the printing
presses.

Newspapers arrive at the storage
area in the normal folded condition,
and are then transferred onto large
drums, each paper staggered some
30 mm behind the previous one.
When the drum is loaded, straps
hold the papers in place and the
drum is transferred automatically to
the holding area. Remote controlled
robot fork trucks do all material
handling of paper rolls and drums
of newspapers, and these trucks can
move throughout their work areas
without hitting other trucks or
obstructions. Staff are not allowed
to go into the robot truck areas, and
trucks automatically take
themselves off to the recharging
area as required, the computer
system ensuring that they do not all
require charging at the same time.

Storage drums are moved as
required by the robots to the
dispatch area for unloading.

Large rolls of paper are delivered to
the site by Finnemores Transport
into a special purpose enclosed area
then moved to the rolls storage
racks, these racks and docks, are
the only areas of the plant that are
not temperature and humidity
controlled. Rolls of paper are
protected during transport and
storage by being wrapped in special
waterproof paper.

We wish to thank Fairfax Printers
for the opportunity to visit their
plant.

A History of
Peerless Roller
Flour Mill,
Guildford, WA

A round about the time that roller
mills were being introduced into
W.A., Walter Padbury built a mill
in James Street, Guildford. It has
been claimed that this mill, which
was quite small, was built primarily

Peerless Roller Flour Mill
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to service local farmers by
providing them with a market for
their wheat and to supply their
stock feed needs. It was not long,
however, before Padbury saw the
potential in expanding the mill’s
operations. In 1890 he had admired
the mill in Hay Street, Perth owned
by John Green.

He was obviously impressed with
the machinery here, in 1895 he
bought the mill from Green and in
1898 he closed it down after having
removed the machinery and
installed it in his expanding
milling business at Guilford.

So began the Peerless Roller Flour
Mill; a mill which was to become
the second largest in W.A. and one
of only three of the 19th century
mills to survive into the 1970s, (2)
before being destroyed in a million
dollar fire on April 9th, 1975. The
original mill had a capacity of only
four 2001b sacks per hour, but
following the death of Walter
Padbury his nephew, William
Padbury, became sole owner and
very soon the mill became a major
force in the industry.

The mill was enlarged in 1911 to
twenty 1501b sack capacity, and in
1915 it was further enlarged with
the addition of a four-storey mill
next to the original one which was
retained. This second mill was the

first to be powered by electricity,
and the first commercial enterprise
to receive electricity from the East
Perth Power Station. (3)

In 1918 William Padbury sold the
mill to Peerless Roller Flour Mills
Ltd., for £25,000 in cash and at the
same time received 15 000
preference, and a further 1000
ordinary shares, also valued at £1.4
He was also appointed Managing
Director and Chairman of the new
company, positions he held until
1932 when he resigned and was
replaced by M. T Padbury. William
Padbury did not, however, sever his
links with the company. He
continued as a director and
represented the mill at meetings of
the Mill owners’ Association and
Westralian Mill Products until his
retirement in 1941 after 50 years
service.

William Padbury’s decision to
resign chairman and managing
director was brought about by
financial losses he incurred during
the depression. He was something
of an entrepreneur, owning several
farms and a number of stores at
Guilford and Perth, as

well as having interests in a number
of other rural-based businesses in
the State. Rural industries in
particular were hit hard by the
depression and Padbury suffered
huge losses on his investments,

recovering, it is claimed, only ten
pence in the pound. (6) While he
and other members of the Padbury
family continued to be major
shareholders, their control of the
company was no longer absolute as
shares were gradually taken up by
other directors, in particular John
Brooks and George Fletcher, and in
1956 the Eastern States- based East
Asiatic Co., acquired a large stake
in the company. (7) Following
William Padbury’s retirement John
Brooks was appointed General
Manager, and following the death
of M. T. Padbury in December
1947 he became Chairman and
Managing Director until his death
in January 1976. Both William
Padbury and John Brooks were
influential figures in the milling
industry in W.A., representing the
Peerless Mill at Association
meetings and on  various
Government and industry bodies.
Padbury also has the distinction of
being the longest serving member
of the Mill owners’ Association.
When the Association was formed
in 1906, Padbury was there
representing the Peerless mill and
continued in that role up until his
retirement and beyond. Within the
Association, he was a dominant
figure and, after World War One,
his influence was considerable. He
served as Chairman of the
Association for over six years
between 1911 and 1917 and then
for 19 years between January 1921
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and December 1939. He was Vice
Chairman for a year prior to his
retirement in July 1941 at which
time he was honoured with life
membership of the Association. In
1948 Henry Simons, a Sydney-
based mill manufacturer, was
appointed to under-take a major
reconstruction of the mill, which
was completed the following year.
The Peerless Company took this
opportunity to introduce John
Brooks’ son, Bevan, to the finer
points of milling. Bevan had joined
the company as office boy in 1942,
and Simons agreed to teach him all
aspects of building, installing and
operating mill machinery, provided
that Peerless met all costs which
they did. Bevan Brooks joined
Simons in Sydney in 1950 and later
worked at their plants in Britain and
Europe, returning to the Guildford
mill in 1953 where he was
appointed technical manager in
charge of milling operations. In ]
957 he became a director.”
Following the demise of the
Peerless Company in 1976 Bevan
Brooks enjoyed a short period of
retirement before he was recruited
by George Weston’s, owners of the
Cottesloe and Northam mills.
Bevan became manager at Northam
and later managed both mills until
he finally retired in July
1992 Matthew (Mat) Padbury, son
of Peerless director Albany
Padbury, also started acareer in
milling in this way. He too was
apprenticed to Simon’s in 1951

following a brief stint of military
training. (9) Following the demise
of the Peerless Company in 1976
Mat Padbury joined Allied Mills
which by then had taken over the
Great Southern mills at Narrogin
and North Fremantle. He was
subsequently appointed General
Manager of the Great Southern
Roller Mills at Fremantle, a
position which he held until his
retirement in 1993 His retirement
brought to an end a family tradition
in flour milling which began with
Walter Padbury’s small horse-
powered stone mill at “Yatheroo”
in the 1840s.The decision by the
East Asiatic Co. in 1956 to become
the major shareholder was a
fortunate one for the Peerless
Company. It came at a time when
export markets were declining and
W.A. millers were finding it
increasingly difficult to compete
with millers in the Eastern States
who were engaged in price cutting.
East Asiatic had connections in
Asia and as a result Peerless were
assured of exports to this important
market, thus ensuring they
remained a strong force in W.A. at
a time when many other mills were
being forced to close.

In March 1960, following a request
from the W.A. Government, via the
Department of Industrial
Development, Peerless took over
the running of the Geraldton mill

fromthe insolvent Victoria Districts
Flour Milling Co. The
Government’s motive was to
maintain local employment, both at
the mill and in the port, but it is not
clear why Peerless was favoured
over the two other major
companies, Great Southern and
Thomas & Co. These two
companies protested this turn of
events that came at a time when
millers in W.A. were endeavouring
to rationalise the industry by
reducing capacity but their protests
were in vain.

In April 1975 the Guildford mill
was destroyed by fire, and in July
the Eastern States based company
Allied Mills submitted a takeover
offer for the Peerless Company
which was subsequently disallowed
by the Trade Practices Commission
on the grounds that it would create
an imbalance in trade. In February
1976 it was resolved to shut down
the mill at Geraldton. On August
24th, 1976, the Peerless Company
was officially wound up and, with
the trade imbalance barrier
removed with the closing of the
mill, all the assets were acquired by
Allied Mills.

1. Gunning, FW “Walter Padbury.
1821-1907”, see also Cammilleri.
C “Walter Padbury (1820- 1907)”
2. The other two being at Northam
and Katanning
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3. Minute Books, Peerless Roller
Four Mills Ltd

4. ibid.

5. ibid.

6. B Brooks, per comm.

7. Minute Books. Peerless Roller
Flour Mills Ltd

8. B Brooks, pers. comm.. also
Minute Books. Peerless Roller
Flour Mills Ltd

9. Minute Books. Peerless Roller
Four Mills Ltd

The ATMA would like to thank
Ernie Lang for the use of this
article, from his book: Grist to the
Mill, a history of flour milling in
Western Australia.

Milling In Sydney
City

Tony Burgess has kindly put
together some note on the early
milling activities in early Sydney.

Browsing through the Sydney
Trade Directories, for the period
1890 to 1906, one finds a scene
very different to that of today. The
Flour Mills and the Milling
Engineers were in most cases
located in the City and Darling
Harbour area, the then centre of
commerce of New South Wales.

Flour Millers:

Commencing with the 1890
edition, we have the following
listed as Flour Merchants, not
Millers:Henry Dare, located at 28
Pitt Street. Not subsequently
listed.R. Hay & Co. located at 41
Sussex Street. Not subsequently
listed.See John & Co., located at
129 Sussex Street. Not subsequently
listed. J & J. Wearne located at
Goulburn Street. Wise Bros.
Located at 253 Sussex Street. Not
subsequently listed. (Most, of the
above may have been merchants
and did not have mills in Sydney.)
Subsequent addition was:American

Roller Milling Co. of Victoria,
located at 50 Elizabeth Street.

The 1893 edition was more
comprehensive; the full list is as
follows: American Roller Milling
Co. of Victoria, located at 50
Elizabeth Street.

M. Boylson & Sons located at 49
Ann Street.

Brunton & Co. located at 173
Clarence Street, and also at
Granville.

Gillespie Bros. & Co. (also called
the Anchor Flour Mills), in Barker
Street.

James Pemell located at 831
George Street.

Yarra Falls Roller Flour Mills Co.
Ltd. located at 253 Sussex Street.

J & J, Wearne located in Goulburn
Street.

1895, changes being:

M. Boylson & Sons had moved to
Crescent Street, Balmain. (Is this
the Crescent Street now in
Roselle?)

Additions:Aiken & Scott located at
Bathurst Street. Not subsequently
listed Merchant only? (Or name
change, see 1900)

E.G. Barker located at 111 York
Street. Not subsequently listed
Merchant only?

1897 edition, saw the addition of:
Mc.Corquodale Bros. located at
281 Sussex Street.

The 1899 list in full being:
Thomas Allsopp & Sons located at
287 Clarence Street.

Brunton & Co. now moved to 189
Clarence Street.

Joseph Chicken, at 118 Pitt Street.
Gillespie Bros. & Co. located in
Barker Street. (No longer shown
on present day maps.)

W.S. Kimpton & Co. located at
60A Pitt Street.

Mc.Corquodale Bros. located at
281 Sussex Street.

Murrumbidgee Co-op Milling Co.
Ltd. located at 98 Clarence Street.
James Pemell located in Engine
Street, Haymarket. (No longer
shown on present day maps.)

J & J, Wearne located in Goulburn
Street.

1900 edition, saw the addition of:
Aiken Bros. located at 349 - 357
Crown Street, Ultimo. (Now in
Glebe suburb.)

F. Crago located in Gladstone
Street, Newtown.

1902 edition, saw the addition of:
Edwin Davy & Sons located in
Allen Street, Pyrmont.
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1905 edition, saw the following
changes:

Thomas Allsopp & Sons had
moved to 86 Sussex Street

.Wise Bros., re listed, and now
located at 64 Pitt Street.

1906 edition saw the following
change: James Pemell is NO longer
listed. There were Milling Engineers
also recorded in Sydney City.

The 1890 edition was incomplete,
as it did not give Thomas Robinson
who had offices in Sydney from at
least 1886.

Only company listed being: G.H.
Rhodes, located at 57 York Street,
agents for Henry Simon of
Manchester.

The 1891 edition was more
comprehensive the full list is as
follows:

J. Budge (another edition gives the
name as Rudge), located at 745
Harris Street. (Now runs through
Ultimo and Pyrmont suburbs.)

J & C. Howard, located at 280 (and
a half) Pitt Street.

A. D. Nelson & Co. located in Hay
Street Darling Harbour. (Agents for
Hind & Lund’s celebrated flour
milling machinery.)

G.H. Rhodes located at 57 York
Street, being agents for Henry
Simon of Manchester.

Thomas Robinson & Sons now
located at 286 - 288 Sussex Street.
C. W. Slatter & Son located at 545
Kent Street.

1893, edition saw the following
changes:

Thomas Robinson & Sons had
moved to 319 Kent Street.

Henry Simon Ltd., (no longer
having an agent), at 93 York Street.
Addition:

Worthington Pumping Engine Co.
located in Ramsays Chambers, at
58 Pitt Street.

The 1895, edition, only lists the
following:

J. Budge, located at 745 Harris
Street.

A. D. Nelson & Co. located in Hay
Street Darling Harbour.

Thomas Robinson & Sons. located
at 319 Kent Street. There was NO
mention of the workshop at
Alexandria, most likely because
there was neither an office nor even
a telephone at this location.

Henry Simon Ltd. located at 93
York Street.

1897 edition, saw the following
change:

Henry Simon Ltd. located at 93
York Street. Now they also had
premises in Meadowbank.

1898 edition, saw the following
change:

A. D. Nelson & Co., this company
NO longer listed.

1899 edition, saw the following
change: Henry

Simon Ltd. relocated to 5 Barrack
Street.

1900 edition, saw the following
change:

Henry Simon Ltd. relocated to 330
Kent Street.

1903 edition, saw the following
change:

J. Budge, this company NO longer
listed.

No further changes, up to and
including the 1906 edition.

If one looks at the addresses in
Clarence, Kent, Sussex and York
Streets, they are very close together
and a short walk from the Darling
Harbour wharves.

It is interesting to see how many
different office locations both
Thomas Robinson and Henry
Simon have occupied in Sydney
during a period of 100 years.

Does any reader have more detailed
information about any of the above
companies which could be used in
future editions of “The Grind”?

PTY. LTD.

* Longer flute life

* Less roll changing

AUSTRALIA:
PH: (02) 9774 1155
FAX: (02) 9774 1248

SATAKE AUSTRALIA
MITAK ROLLS

TWICE THE LIFE

* More regrind/reflutes achieved

Manufacturers of spiral flighting for the Australian

From 3mm to 6mm thickness and up to 175mm strip

SPIRAL
FLIGHTING
SUPPLIES

market.

* Reduced production cost

width in R.H. and L.H.
Mounting services, tube and “U” trough conveyor
systems available.

Chillingworks Road
YOUNG NSW 25%4

NEW ZEALAND
PH: (03) 3852 369

FAX: (03) 3852 341 Ph. 0263 827550

Fax. 0263 827990

Published By ATMA (NSW Division) Box 274, Strathfield, NSW 2135 - © (ATMA (NSW Division)













