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Editor’s Notes:

The Annual Dinner to be held at the
Australian National Maritime
Museum at Darling Harbour was
unfortunately cancelled due to lack
of sufficient support. For over 20
years we have held annual dinners
with attendance ranging between 85
and 100, yet this time registrations
only totaled 57. Considering our mem-

“rship numbers have remained rea-
sonably constant for years, such lack
of support is extremely disappointing,
and is of concern. If we had pro-
ceeded with just 57 people, we would
have lost over $3.000; negotiations
have enabled our $1,500 deposit to
be held over for a dinner next year.
(See page 8).

Your committee will need to have
very firm registrations possibly a few
months in advance. Without such
guarantees of numbers, dinners of this
standard will unfortunately not be
possible in the future.

~Both Craig Gough and Kevin Speak
put in much of their own time to
arrange such a function in a top
venue, and thanks to them.

The next big event is our
.Biannual Conference, and your
support for this event is
essential.
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William Conolly, Argyle Mill.

Flour Mills of
the Goulburn
District — Part 2

Research by Tony Armstrong.
(Continued from issue #20)

In 1854 Byrnes and Oakes had sold
their “Argyle” mill to William Conolly,
a graduate from Trinity College,
Dublin, who had only just arrived in
Australia. He became friendly with
the Oakes family, and they suggested
it would be a good business for him.
And so it proved to be, forin 1903 it
became a proprietary company.

Conolly died in 1887, and was buried
not far from the explorer Hovell in
Goulburn Cemetery. In 1890 a son
R. E. Conolly, now running the mill,
began an agitation for a telephone
system and, after obtaining 15
guarantors to share the cost of the
installation, a telephone exchange
beganin 1891.

Because of the work done by R. E.
Conolly, the company was rewarded

with the telephone No. 1 of the
Goulburn Exchange, and it is Conolly
who is credited with bringing modern
communications to Goulburn.

In 1908, Wm. Conolly Pty. Ltd.
purchased the old Goulburn muni-
cipal baths and part of the old Pres-
byterian Church property on the cor-
ner of Sloane and Goldsmith Streets,
and converted it to a modern steam
roller mill, also calling it the “Argyle”
mill. Records show that those first
baths were built and officially opened
at the cost of 2000 pounds, prior to
Conolly’s purchase. It was necessary
to build bulk silos to handle wheat, and
the latest equipment for the manufac-
ture of flour was introduced, as
mainly meals had been produced in
the past.

In the 1930°s steam power was
replaced by electricity. Additional
products of porridge meals and poul-
try feeds were produced. In the early
1900’s there were many flour mills in
and around Goulburn, but as the
wheat farming diminished, so did the
flour mills. From about 1920 Conolly’s
Argyle mill was the only one in
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Goulburn. The Company now pro-
duced flour, bran, pollard and
wheatmeal, and in the year 1955 the
company commenced to manu-
facture poultry feeds, and boasted
that they manufactured “all
stockfeed to cater for all stocks”.
The trade names they used were
“Moreg” & “Conolly’s”. The mill
was mainly “Robinson”, and
Goulburn Historical Society now
boasts the drawings of the mill, which
were donated by Thos. Robinson and
Son in the 1980’s.

The Argyle mill had-been in opera-
tion for around 100 years when the
company sold it to the Bunge Com-
pany around 1969. Four generations
of the Conolly family had operated
the business, and the Bunge Company
closed the mill in November 1969.
The mill building is still standing, and
most of the actual baths are still
intact in the basement of what is now
a furniture store. Since the mills
closure it has also been a roller-
skating rink and later a ten-pin bowl-
ing centre.

Another mill was the Excelsior Flour
Mills of Messrs. Cox and Worrall in
Clinton Street. A three storey brick
mill, it was operated by steam power.
Cox and Worrall sold to H.B. Dou-
glas of Inveralochy (south of
Goulburn) in 1884 for 5000 pounds.

An attempt was made to float it as a
limited company in 1887. The name
of the company was the “Excelsior

Roller Flour Mills, Ltd.” The capi-
tal was to have been 50,000 pounds
of which 15,000 pounds was to be
issued, but the float never got off the
ground. Short and Co. operated the
Excelsior mill from 1888 to 1889 and
was followed by W.A. Martin who
also was operating a mill at Laggan
neat Crookwell. (A Henry Simon
roller milling plant, purchased by
James Worrell & Co. in about
1889.)

From 1911 Messrs. Ashley, Stephens
and Co. and it closed near the end of
World War I, operated the Excelsior.

Probably the earliest mill in the
Goulburn area was that of William
Faithfull, of Springfield, who had a
horse mill in operation around 1832.
Inverary Park, Bungonia, is recorded
in 1832 as having a mill, and a ‘free-
stone grinder’.

Also recorded are those of Alexander
Kinghorne, “Cardross”, a ‘windmill
for corn’, and Andrew Gibson,
“Tirranna”, a horse powered mill.

Another early district flour mill is one
previously mentioned at Laggan.
Donald McPherson purchased the
land at Laggan from the Crown in
1838. Whether McPherson built the
mill or not is debatable, but there is
some information that there was an
early water powered mill on the site.
However, there is ample evidence of
a substantial steam mill in operation
in 1863. It was then the property of

James Marsden, of Goulburn, after
whom the original weir and bridge on
the Wollondilly River at Goulburn is
named. W.A. Martin, a produce man
of Goulburn, operated it from around
1900.

One of the later district mills to go
into service was the Pomeroy Mill
built by Lieutenant Thomas Woore,
R.N,, in 1870. A substantial stone
two storey building, it provided for
both water and steam power opera-
tion. The mill was completed in 1870;
it was operated primarily by steam
power.

When the mill was in use, the main
road to the planned village of
Pomeroy crossed the river abo*™™0
metres downstream, which rendered
the mill most accessible. It is known
that the mill did not operate for a long
period, mainly due to the lack of local
grain. ‘

Anthony Stephenson opened a
steam-powered mill in Robert Street,
Crookwell in 1871. Samual Cox
opened his mill in Goulburn Street,
Crookwell, opposite the Royal Hotel
in 1882, and it operated under vari-
ous owners until 1908.

In the 1860’s a flour mill in Taralga
operated near the present
showground on the Bannaby Roash

Dalton had a steam mill operating in
1882 and under various owners; it
operated well into the 20" century.

MPS

Ph 02 9822 2639

Milling Process Services

Fax 02 9822 2669
Email millserv@pnc.com.au

Equipment manufacture, Plant removal and relocation
Installation service, Maintenance PM and Breakdown

Servicing the Cereal Milling Industry

Plants for:

— animal feed

Buhler Ltd, Switzerland ( BUHLER

Leaders in Engineering, Design and Construction of

— wheat, durum, rye, maize milling
— rice, oat milling
— breakfast cereals and speciality food

— pasta and chocolate production
— malting and brewing
— material handling food/non food
Buhler Pty Ltd, 2 Clarice Rd, Box Hill VIC, 3128
Tel. (03) 9890 0246, Fax (03) 9890 7759
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By 1877 local Goulburn district mills
had reached their peak in numbers
and the returns show a continuing
decrease from then on. In that year
there are listed eight steam mills with
special emphasis on one of 12 horse-
power, driving six stones. In confirm-
ing Goulburn’s mills of the immediate
area, it has been found many small
centres actually had flour mills, apart
from the many private ones of the
larger stations. Many lack and record
and no doubt in research a few may
have been missed.

I wish to thank the Goulburn Histori-
cal Society for the use of their records
in the compilation of this brief history.

Mank you Tony Armstrong for this
contribution to The Grind. Tony
has family connections with
Goulburn and has visited the area
a great many times.)

The Sydney Morning
Herald newspaper:

130 years ago

The Sydney Morning Herald news-
paper on Thursday 30" May 1872,
costing 2d. Having 8 pages (by 1931
there were 16 pages but cost was only
1.1/2d.) included the following inter-
esting advertisements:

“Joseph Wearne, Anchor Flour Mills,
foot of Bathurst-street, Sydney: Silk-
dressed Superfine Flour, Seconds

Flour, kiln-dried Corn Meal etc., the
best and cheapest in Sydney.”

“Beilby & Scott have consignments
on hand of Adelaide Flour -
Duffield’s sup.; Hart’s sup.; Dunn’s
sup.; Giles & Smith’s sup.; Bowman’s
sup.; Warren's sup.; Duffield’s fine.;
Dunn’s fine.; Duffield’s household.;
Wilson's sup.; William’s sup.;
Butterworth’s sup.; Porter’s sup.;
Hunter’s sup.; Rowell & Hooper’s
sup.; Norman’s sup. Adelaide Wheat,
Christchurch Wheat, Christchurch
oatmeal etc.”

(This is an interesting and long list
of brands of flour, and also that
so much flour was being carried
to Sydney by ship at that time.

Who was milling the above
Adelaide Flour?

Can we assume that wheat was
being imported from New Zealand
in 1872?)

“James Pemell & Co., George-street
South, opposite Railway Station gates,
Sydney: Superfine Flour, best Sec-
onds, Kiln-dried Corn Flour etc.
Best quality, lowest prices.”

“To Bakers, Millers, Grocers and
others:

Bradley, Newton and Lamb will sell
by auction, at their Rooms,
O’Connell-street on Friday, 31* May,
at 11 o’clock. 10 tons superfine silk-
dressed flour.”

70 years ago

The Sydney Morning Herald news-
paper on Tuesday 2™ June 1931, is
just as interesting with plenty of ship-
ping information and such snippets as
“Although he was only a few min-
utes behind the winner, Hubert
Opperman was last in the Paris-
Bordeaux race.” (Cycling.)

This was issue No. 29,144, over 90
years, six days a week.

Baker fined 10 pounds — Breach
of Flour Acquisition Act '
James Redmond, a baker, of
Granville, was fined 10 pounds at the
Parramatta Court yesterday for hav-
ing failed to send to the Minister of
Agriculture a correct return of the
amount of flour purchased as required
under the Flour Acquisition Act. It
was stated on behalf of the prosecu-
tion that the defendant had sent in a
return showing that his purchases
before March 31 totaled 37 tons of
flour. Later when required to furnish
a correct return, he showed that he
had purchased 80 tons of flour. The
tax amounted to 2 pounds and 10 shil-
lings per ton. On behalf of the defen-
dant, it was stated that he had mis-
calculated his purchase, and thought
that had a longer time to make the
return.

(Have you filled in you Business
Activity Statement correctly?)
“Wheat Sowings Delayed:

Due to persistent rains during May,
contained reports on the situation in
the Northern, Middle Western, Parkes
and Central West Districts.”

GPM (AUST) PTY LIMITED

CEREAL MILLING & MILLING MATERIALS HANDLING
Australian & New Zealand Agents for-

SPROUT MATADOR

OCRIM

Melbourne Tel: (03) 9975 3180
(03) 9775 3181

Feed Milling Equipment
&

Flour Milling Equipment
Proudly associated with Australian Milling Industry for over 30 ycars
ATMA Member since 1962

Sydney Tel: (02) 9564 0600
Fax: (02) 9564 0911

Australian Agents for:

Design
Fabrication

EE ABP Milling Services Pty Ltd

SANGAHISBERG/A

Installation

Specialising in Bulk Materials Handling Equipment for the Flourmilling,
Stockfeed and Powdered Materials Industries, and incorporating:

D G.D. Engineering

Phone: (02) 9608 6400 Fax:(02) 9608 6300
E-mail: abpmill @ ozemail.com.au

Project Management
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“South Coast Maize:

The R.A.S. Championship in the
Eden and Pambula districts. The win-
ning plot was Funk’s Yellow Dent
grown on rich alluvial land that has
grown maize for 45 years. The maize
in this district is grown mainly for
pig food.”

“A tent camp has been erected on
Railway owned land at Lidcombe to
house the families of the
unemployed.” (The bad old days!)

“Price of Bread — With flour at 10
pounds per ton, comprising 13 bags
plus 501b. At 100 loaves per bag, the
flour cost is just under 2d per loaf. It

is therefore impossible to sell a loaf

for 2d.”

“Bran selling at 3 pounds, 10 shil-
lings, and pollard at 4 pounds per
ton.”

“Due to arrive at Darling Harbour on
1" June 1931, 2105 tons of wheat and
565 tons of flour.”

“Anthony Hordens ‘The Senior
Store” offering Instant Relief for
Catarrh — with Kancure Snuff, at
1/6d a bottle.”

At Farmers Store: “warm knitted bed
socks at 5/11d”, and an “International
Billiards match on the 8" floor —
Lindrum verses Newman.”

Member Profile
Graham McCarthy

Graham McCarthy commenced his
working life in January 1951 as an
apprentice draftsman at Thomas
Robinson & Son, in Sussex Street,
Sydney, and more than 50 years later
is still in the industry.

In 1959, after completing his
apprenticeship and further training,
he then relocated to Leeton to
become assistant engineer for
Ricegrowers Co-operative Mills Ltd.
At a time when the rice industry
converted from bag to bulk for raw
material storage as well as remodel-
ing and upgrading mills at Leeton,
Deniliquin, Griffith and Yanco.

In 1964 he rejoined Thomas
Robinson as a technical representa-

Graham at
his desk.

tive for New South Wales and
Queensland, as well as Papua, New
Guinea and New Zealand.

Graham joined the ATMA in the mid
1960°s. serving on the Committee
from 1968 until 1977, being
Secretary from 1968 until 1970, then
as Chairman in 1971.

For a number of years, Graham was
involved with organizing the annual
Golf Day, having the difficult job of
sorting out all of the individual scores
then sorting them into the large
number of prize winning categories,
and ensuring that as many players as
possible got a prize.

These Annual Industry Golf DA™
were appreciated by many where
many a good time and industry
intercommunication was enjoyed.

[SATAKE

Ph: (02) 9774 1155 Fax: (02) 9774 1248
Email: sataus@ozemail.com.au

Satake Australia serving the milling industry in the South Pucific.
Sydney based, process design and project management.
Product range: Flour, Stock Feed, Rice Milling and Seed Cleaning.

Manufacturers of spiral flighting for the
Australian market.
From 3mm to 6mm thickness and up to
175mm strip width in R.H. and L.H.

SPIRAL
FLIGHTING
SUPPLIES

Salhoffer spouting, Olocco conveying components, Paglierani packing
Equipment, Satake Corporation Colour Sorters.
Spares for Simon & Robinson machines.
Our workshop manufactures: Pin Mills, Mixers, Hammermills, sifters,

screw and drag conveyors and ancillary equipment.

Mounting services, tube and *“U” trough conveyor
systems available.
Chillingworks Road
YOUNG NSW 2594

Ph. 02 63 82 7550
Fax: 02 63 82 7990
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In 1977, he joined Henry Simon as
Product Manager for their stockfeed
milling and materials handling
divisions.

Graham travelled extensively for
Simons to keep abreast of the world-
wide product development they
maintained. Several major projects
were built or remodeled during this
time in both Australia and New
Zealand.

These designs were trendsetters for
the industry in minimizing plant con-
trol and staffing requirements. Plants
included NRM, Takanini, NZ;
Steggles, NSW; Inghams, Cardiff,
NSW: and Vella Stockfeed at
P pton.

In 1988, dramatic changes in the
Milling industry occurred when
Simon, UK divested their Food En-
gineering Group, which was taken
over by Robinson Milling Systems
resulting in Simons Food Division,
Australia being disbanded.

Graham joined Sprout Waldron/
Jaybee or Andritz, as it is now
known, as Product Manager,
Feedmilling and experienced the
American/Australian combined ap-
proach to milling engineering.
Projects in China, New Zealand and
A»’[ra]ia followed.

Involvement in the Bartter Griffith
Mill was part of this period, which
came to an end when the company
was purchased by the Andritz
organization and dissembled.

However, this was a turning point in
Graham’s career, as he then
established his own company, Jaybee
Engineering (Sales) Pty. Ltd.

In 1992, firstly working out of his
home for five years and then mov-
ing to his current office at Crows Nest
in Sydney.

This has been a very exiting and suc-
cessful time for this small company
with notable consulting/design
projects having been completed.

Included are Coconut Products, New
Guinea; remodel for Ridleys,
Bomaderry; complete grain intake
storage and cleaning system for
Sanitarium Health Foods at their new
facility at Berkley Vale; millrun
storage and batching system for
Ridley, Tamworth, and more recently
design and project management for
Inghams new feedmill at Berrima,
NSW.

Graham, including a few other
ATMA members, lectured at the
Department of Rural Studies courses
in various aspects of cereal milling.
This was at a time when the industry
had to supply all lecturers to
establish these courses for the long-
term benefit of the industry.

Thus far it has been a very diverse
career path having passed through
many industry changes. However,
through all this Graham believes that
the friendships and business relations
he has experienced have been the
high points of his working career.

Process Design - Mechanical & Pneumatic Conveying - Stockfeed
Plants & Equipment - Dry Powdered Materials Equipment & Handling

Jaybee Engineering (Sales) Pty Ltd
A.C.N. 056 437 202
Suite 202, 68 Alexander Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Website: www.jaybeeengineering.citysearch.com.au
Phone (02) 9437 9392 - Fax (02) 9437 9394
Email: jaybee.sales @bigpond.com

Tasmanian Roller
Milling — Part 2

Monds’
Carrick Mill

Compiled by Keith Preston.

This mill was one of the first in
Tasmania to be converted to roller
milling in 1889 by Thomas Wilkes
Monds, a long-established miller
who began his career by being
apprenticed to millwright and miller
John Guillan in 1843.

Monds acquired the Carrick mill at
auction for 2100 pounds in Decem-
ber 1867 following the death of the
former owner, William Bryan, in
Ireland.

The well built three-storey, bluestone
(basalt) mill was constructed in 1843
on the Liffey River as a replacement
for an earlier wooden mill erected in
1828.

The later mill was originally a
conventional water wheel powered
operation with three pairs of French
burrs.

Monds gradually improved machin-
ery with a silk dresser replacing a
wire machine in 1868, a Ransome’s
rotary corn screen installed in 1871
and the addition of an oatmeal mill
operational by March 1872.

Major expansion followed early in
1887 when the mill was refitted with
six pairs of millstones and improved
dressing equipment including
purifiers in conjunction with
reduction rolls, all powered by a
Victor turbine which replaced the
water wheel.

Monds exploited the growing aware-
ness of white flour when he
advertised the “Snowflake” brand
later in 1887:
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