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Jeremy Burgin from the Kialla Pure Foods milling business based at 
Greenmount, Queensland was recently announced as winner of the 2010 
Milling Industry Young Achiever Award.  Jeremy was formally presented 
with his award at the Australasian Milling Conference held in Melbourne 
from the 13th – 15th April. 

As winner of this prestigious award Jeremy can anticipate a personalized 
overseas study tour into a relevant aspect of the milling industry. 

The Award is made by the Australian Technical Millers Association Inc. 
(ATMA Inc.) to provide a young person, who has demonstrated ability, to 

further their contribution to the milling industry.  It provides opportunity to gain international exposure and to access 
technical knowledge of specific or general interest. 

Jeremy at only 21 years of age has already demonstrated his influence by establishing a leadership vision and ability to 
anticipate contingencies. 

Each challenge Jeremy has confronted since the early days of his career has been stamped with his individual style that 
embeds imaginative solutions and a ‘no problem’ mindset into an organisation, crucial to finding the balance between 
ideal and realistic capability. 

Jeremy has already achieved academic recognition as winner of the Colin Taylor Commemorative Award for excellence 
in completing the Intermediate Certificate of the nabim Distance Learning Course in milling with distinction. 

Looking to the future Jeremy has already set some goals for the direction he wants to pursue, including study and 
employment in the best facilities in the world. 

‘Since commencing my milling career I have strived to become the best miller I can be.  Not settling for mediocrity, but 
determined to achieve excellence and quality in everything I set my sights on and eager to learn all facets of the milling 
industry from a multicultural and international perspective’  

The opportunity to travel as the Young Achiever Award winner certainly opens the door for Jeremy to progress his 
career goals. In his words, ‘I know with my determined attitude and will to succeed I will achieve my goals.’ 

In recommending Jeremy as winner of the Young Achiever Award the judges made comment, ‘Jeremy has impressed 
with his maturity and capability under interview conditions and is likely to achieve great benefit from the training and 
networking opportunity the award provides.’ 

The Young Achiever Award first made in 1992 has provided a platform for recipients to progress as leaders in the 
Australian milling industry and Jeremy now has an opportunity to make his mark in the milling industry. 
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The 11th Bi-Annual Australasian Milling Conference was conducted at Etihad Stadium in 
Melbourne over April 13-15.  This is the only conference in Australia dedicated to those that 
use and process grains into products used by animal producers and food manufacturers. 

The conference theme was, 'Australia’s Edge – Are We Sharp Enough?' .  Organisers of 
the conference were the Australian Technical Millers Association, Stockfeed Manufacturers' 
Council of Australia and Flour Millers Council of Australia.  The Major Sponsor for 2010 - 
Sefar Pty Limited. 

The conference was once again a highlight event for the industries involved with about 380 persons attending.  Over 30 
International and Australian speakers presented and 42 exhibitors displayed their products and technology at the trade 
show.  The conference is supported by many sponsor companies who recognise the importance of this event and the 
industry that they are involved in. 

In all aspects the conference exceeded previous levels of involvement and delegates were supplied with the latest in 
business and technical information together with the enjoyment of excellent social functions.  As an added bonus the 
delegates attending Welcome Reception BBQ were treated to a practice session by an Asian Soccer team who drew 
with Melbourne Victory the following night.   

The Industry Dinner was once again a highlight of the conference with Marty Fields providing some very funny and 
clever entertainment. 

Below is a summary of the key messages from just three presentations.  If you would like to see the all presentations in 
their entirety, go to http://www.sfmca.com.au/australasian_milling_conference/) 
 
“WHEAT DEREGULATION SUCCESS”  
The wheat industry has made a successful transition following export wheat market deregulation. Tom Keene 
chairman of BRI and Grain Growers Association has commented that the most significant change following 
deregulation was the accreditation of multi exporters of Australian wheat. Of the 24 companies initially 
accredited in 2008/09, there were 17 active exporters. Following deregulation Australian wheat is now being 
exported to 42 countries, this being a jump from that pre-deregulation.  
 
Mr Keene identified four short comings in the Australian wheat industry that need to be addressed, these 
being leadership, market promotion, technical support and training and education. He proposed the focus 
now needs to be on the development of a representative supply chain organization to fill these gaps and 
provide the essential support for the marketing of the Australian wheat crop. 
 
“PRICE SPIKES FOR COARSE GRAIN ON THE WAY” 
Buyers of coarse grains can expect tighter markets and consequentially, price spikes in the future says 
Singaporean based feed consultant Bob Swick of Linden Nutrition.  Mr Swick said that as world population 
grew from the current 6 billion people to over 9 billion in 2050 there will be an increasing demand for meat 
products. Together with increasing purchasing power within developing countries and use of grain in biofuels 
production, the demand for feed grains will be strong. The unanswered question is whether grain supply will 
keep up with demand? Mr Swick spoke of the need for advances in technology, including genetic enhancement 
of crops to meet global grain demand. 
 
“THE RISE AND RISE OF CHINA FEED” 

Within the next decade, China is predicted to overtake the USA as the largest manufacturer of animal feed. Dr 
Paul Meggison noted that the quality of Chinese stockfeed is often criticised by outsiders. Whilst he 
acknowledges there are issues, but in general terms of performance of intensive livestock, China compares 
well with the rest of the world. 

Roy Robertson from the Pacific Rich Rim Group has stated that in less than 30 years, China has moved from 
being an importer of feed milling equipment to now be a major manufacturer and exporter of feed equipment.  



 

  

Conference Chairman Trevor Gardner - CopRice Stockfeeds 
Left to Right - John Elks - Woodlands Enterprises, Jim Sampson - 
Customvac Australia, John Griffiths - Griffiths Goodall, Kingsley 
Shellshear - Customvac Australia  

 
David Fleming – Sefar  - Major Sponsor, John Spragg - SFMCA  

 

Jon Slee - Aus Oils, Roslyn Stephens - Grain Pool, Leith Teakle - Grain 
Pool 

  

Graeme Dillon - Ingham Enterprises, Len Thomson - SFMA NSW, 
Richard Sevil - Inghan Enterprises, Mike Smith - AustAsia Milling 

Ian Reid - Reid Stockfeeds, Jon Slee - Aus Oils, Rex James - James 
Stockfeed 



 

Trevor Gardner – Coprice, Frank de Bruhn - Ruralco Holdings, Graeme 
Dillon - Inghams Enterprises, Andrew Peake - Riverlea Australia  

Len Thomson - SFM NSW, Graeme Lukey - AMC Secretariat, Fiona 
Taylor - AMC Executive Assistant 

 

Conference Session at Etihad Stadium Conference Session at Etihad Stadium 

John Spragg and the SFMCA State Award Winners 
 

The Asian Soccer team practicing which provided some additional 
entertainment during the Welcome Reception BBQ.  You can also see 
the huge heat lamps used to promote grass growth. 
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Back in February the ATMA held its annual dinner and speakers 
night at the Heidelberg Golf Club.   

These evenings are a great way to learn some new tricks and meet 
some new people as well as discuss world issues over dinner with 
some of the industries finest experts. I think it’s important that these 
evenings keep getting the support they do as they are there for the 
betterment of the industry. Also it’s worth noting that any one from 
the industry can get something from these nights as well as the 
ATMA factory tours and road shows, your head miller to your 
maintenance crew and everyone in between.  

The first speaker for the evening was George Boloutis from Gordyn 
and Palmer P/L.  He spoke about the process of automation in the 
milling industry, he spoke of the new Reid Langdon mill in Cobden 
and how the total electrical automation for the site is monitored on 
one 30”screen.  The state-of-the-art feed mill has many safety and 
anti contamination features with the use of alpha numeric codes on 
bins.  The program will check to make sure that the source bin and 
the destination bin match as well as a bar code system for hand 
adds and a hand adds tip screen at the hand adds hopper.  All 
things to make the job of mixing feed very accurate and somewhat 
trouble free, for the most part.  

George spoke about the XML Batch weighing system which is 
Australian Made and how it’s easy to add to existing systems.  It 
can be linked to the office and make formulas from Office 
programs, once again taking away the risk of mistakes when 
entering in new formulas. Also he spoke of the alarm system on the 
batcher and the trends scale. 

Salman Rashid from Shell Australia P/L talked about food safety, 
machinery oils and lubricants.  Salman spoke about the importance 
of using the right lubricant in the right industry.  A food grade 
grease and lube should be tasteless odourless and colorless.  Also 
the importance of when selecting a lubricant to make sure that it 
meets all criteria’s. LCCP Lubrication, Critical, Control, Point.  He 
showed us a very informative DVD regarding the use of lubricants 
in the stock feed industry  

Peter Wright from Stock feed Milling Services P/L gave a very 
honest and colorful talk on lessons learnt in the stock feed milling 
industry, Peter has 30 years experience in the industry with QAF 
and has started his own consulting company.  Peter spoke about 
the cereal milling trade course, and how it was very beneficial to 
the industry, he also gave us a good run down on the good and bad 
of dust collectors.  Dust collectors without vents are bombs waiting 
to go off!  He spoke about the importance of the dust collector 
position and making sure it’s the right machine for the right job, and 
how downsizing might be the key. More small units as opposed to 
one big one, he spoke about how industry groups like the ATMA 
are the place to bring up these issues, and how safety issues 
should be discussed openly in the industry.  Peter is very 
passionate about safety in the mill and listening to the people on 
the ground.  He said Development of milling equipment and 
procedures is not rocket science, so ask the operators on the 
ground for advice.  His stance on automation is pick what you want 
that suits your plant and your product.  Process control is a huge 
investment so get it right from the start and get the right advice.  
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Membership numbers for the new ATMA 
Incorporated are 122.  Eleven new members joined 
at the Australasian Milling Conference held mid 
April with plenty of enquiries still being received. 
 
Welcome to the following new and relisted 
members: 
 
Korekiyo Terada (Crown Beef Australia) 
Peter Wright (Stockfeed Milling Services) 
Geoffrey Birch (Satake Australia) 
Des Whelan (Strategic Project Services) 
Dirk Segerius (FPM Cereal Milling) 
Jason King (Riverina Australia) 
John Spragg (JCS Solutions) 
Walter Willans (Riverina Aust) 
Des Grambeau (Laucke Flour Mill) 
Gary Douglas (Aust Asia Milling) 
Jeremy Murphy (Aust Asia Milling) 
Lyndon Duff (Kockums) 
Andrew Kotzur (Kotzur) 
Darren Lee (Tasmanian Flour Mill) 
Stefan De Ruyter (Tasmanian Flour Mills) 
Salman Rashid (Shell Australia) 
Matthew Woodrow (Defiance Maize Products) 
Robert Fox (Defiance Maize Products) 
Grahame Peacock (Defiance Maize Products) 
Christopher Chandler (Defiance Maize Products) 
Michelle Campbell (Defiance Maize Products) 
 
 
If you know of potential new members email their 
contact details to the office, alternatively fill out a 
Membership Application Form from our website 
www.flourmillers.com.au and fax it to The 
Secretary, ATMA Inc. on 03 9819 1477. 
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Iwan Ilya Meyer has retired from Filterfit effective 
24th December 2009.  We will still continue to see 
Iwan at ATMA functions in the future. 

Committee Member Liam Flanagan formerly of 
Australian College of Training has gone south to 
Tasmania as Pellet Mill Engineer with Botanical 
Resources Australia.  Liam will remain on the 
ATMA Executive Committee.  For more on what 
Liam is up to refer to his profile below. 

Matthias Anker has left his position with Buhler to 
explore the myriad of opportunities in China. 

John Bunn of JB Milling is now consulting to the 
milling industry, for enquiries contact John at 
jbunn@internode.on.net or on mobile 0408 542455. 
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Current employer and role?�
Botanical Resources Australia Pty Ltd - Pellet Mill  
Engineer.   I have responsibility for the pelleting of the 
Pyrethrum crop harvested in Northern Tasmania to stabilise it 
and increase its bulk density prior to the extraction and refining 
of the Pyrethrins which are used in food grade natural 
insecticides. The residue is referred to as "Spent mark" and is 
suitable as a high fibre ingredient for ruminant feed. 
Currently we are trialing a few hundred acres in the 
Clunes/Creswick area of the central highlands of Victoria, and 
will build a mill in Ballarat prior to Xmas this year. 
 
How did you get into milling? 
It was a natural move into feed milling, as I was largely involved 
in the pig and grain growing industries in my life, and it was 
much cheaper to produce our own feed than purchase it, and 
we had the added advantage of knowing what the ingredients 
were, and using up grain that was downgraded for whatever 
reason 
How many years have you been in milling and what roles have 
you performed? 
I started in 1969 in Scotland, and continued when I went to 
Rhodesia from 1975 till 1979. It was virtually continuous from 
1981 until present, both with on farm milling, and a 
management role with Milne feeds, and Ketteridge stockfeeds, 
both in WA. 
I have performed most of the roles from junior, up to mill 
manager, but always took a hands on role in mill maintenance, 
as I have a great interest in the engineering aspects of milling. 
I did a consulting job in Romania for 8 months, installing a pellet 
line and boiler for a large pig breding company. 
For the last four years, I have been involved in training in the 
stockfeed, flour and aquaculture industries in the eastern 
states, NZ, PNG and Fiji 
Greatest mentor?  
The late Philip Thomas Percy, who was GM of Milne feeds and 
several other companies at the time, and always encouraged 
me by saying :- "Tige, you can do it; I run an empire and I only 
have a City and Guilds" and irreverently referred to the head 
office as "The Taj Mahal". 
He had great compassion for everyone and could mix with the 
cleaner to the Prime Minister. 
Employment Highlight? 
Working for Nicholas Paspaley from Paspaley Pearls as GM of 
The Great Southern Pig Company from 1991 till 2003. We ran 
5000 sows extensively from farrow to finish, and had a fully 
integrated pellet feed mill. 
Most interesting or funny story related to milling? 
My maintenance foreman welding and bracing a new vibratory 
seive to the floor to stop it vibrating, as he did not understand 
its function; it nearly brought an upper floor down 
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AFGC is establishing a Flour Millers Forum and ATMA 
has been invited to participate in a teleconference on 
17th May.  The Australian Food and Grocery Council 
(AFGC), as the peak body for the Australian food and 
grocery sector through member-based, sector-specific 
forums. 

·  For the interests of an industry to be 
represented within the AFGC’s broader policy 
development and implementation across a 
range of issues and portfolios 

·  The opportunity to advance the sector and its 
products 

·  The means to galvanise substantial resources 
and influence to effect policy change(s) in the 
interests of the sector 

·  The capability to develop synergies with other 
sector-specific AFGC member companies 

·  Access to the AFGC Secretariat with a greater 
number of professionals with broader expertise 
covering a diverse range of portfolios and 
disciplines 

·  Access to a greater range of services provided 
to individual companies, and importantly a 
networking opportunity. 

 
An example of relevant issues is the Productivity 
Commission’s inquiry into wheat marketing 
arrangements and industry good function that promises 
a challenging time for the grain foods industry. A strong 
industry voice based on broad membership will assist 
in securing the right outcomes.   Involvement in this 
forum needs is being considered by the ATMA 
Committee. 
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10 Monterey Road, Dandenong, Victoria  (Melways Ref. 95 6F). 

Visitors can view the entire production process at Yakult. This hi-tech facility incorporates some of the latest food processing 
equipment. This includes the manufacture of the plastic Yakult bottles, filling and packaging lines, the quality control laboratory as 

well as the fermentation area where the bacteria (��
�
��
������
����� Shirota strain) is inoculated into a milk mixture and fermented 

for up to seven days.  Following the tour is a short and interesting presentation on the history of Yakult and the role intestinal flora 
plays in maintaining a balanced digestive system. 

For a complete itinerary of the day or to register email Graeme Lukey at atma@flourmillers.com.au.�
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At this stage we would be looking to present the Roadshow 
events in September 2010.   We will try for Brisbane, Perth, 
Corowa and Melbourne venues. 
Once again we require good speakers to attract the numbers 
to make the day successful.  If you have any suggestions for 
presenters please let us know immediately so that we can 
make contacts to secure dates.  We are also reliant on good 
word of mouth promotion to get participation from those 
interested parties not on our database and not yet ATMA 
Members. 
If you know of anyone engaged in the broader cereal 
products manufacturing supply chain who we should have on 
our contact listing please forward details.  
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Examinations have just been completed for the 2009-
10 studies.  Enrolments for the 2010-11 program will 
commence during June and will close off late in July.  
The course material will be available for 
commencement of studies by September.  If anyone is 
interested in this course and is not on our circulation 
listing please advise the ATMA Inc. Secretariat.  
Information for the 2010-11 course will be on the 
website by late May. 
http://flourmillers.com.au/fmca//content/category/2/7/25/ 
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A Head Miller with more than 12 years experience in various 
flour mills holding international certification of school of 
milling technology + bachelor of science in food technology 
is looking for employment to relocate from India to Australia.�

Any interest for further information should be directed to 
Graeme Lukey at atma@flourmillers.com.au. 
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 Now that the 2010 Australasian Milling Conference is 
being finalised your committee will be progressing our 
objective to establish a key service for members, a new 
interactive web site. Members will be consulted in this 
process once we get this initiative rolling. We will be 
keen to utilise any expertise available to assist in this 
process, just let us know if you are interested. 
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Age 43 Years  
Late of Rutherglen - Passed away 22nd April 2010 
Matt was involved in the stock feed and milling industry for more than 20 years. 
Having commenced his apprenticeship with BUNGE Feeds in Corowa (now known as Riverlea) he worked 
there for 13 years before Matt and his wife Michelle started their own business, ML & MA Talbot  Pty. Ltd.  
Matt worked designing and fabricating new equipment as well as carrying out maintenance and full repairs 
to existing equipment in mills around Victoria and NSW. 
Although Matt and his company worked on various projects large and small throughout the industry, two of 
his greatest achievements were building a new stock feed 499662629 mill for Rex James in Nathalia in 2003, 
and more recently a new stock feed mill for Reid/Langdon in Cobden in 2009.  
Matt’s workmanship and attention to every detail is evident at both these mills and all the work Matt and his 
crew have carried out in the industry.  Something Rex James, Ian Reid and anyone else who worked with ML 
& MA Talbot P/L would be very proud of.  
The ATMA Members & Executive Committee extends their deepest sympathy to Michelle, Xavier and Shae on 
Matt’s passing.  His legacy will live on in the mills that he built.  They were built to LAST.  
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